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• Client logoAS AN INTRODUCTION

The Sacred Monastery of Simonos Petras, the most impressive and photographed monastery on the Holy Mountain incessantly 
lives by the millennium-old monastic tradition, with the same zestful Faith in Orthodoxy.
The modern Simonopetrite fraternity under the paternal guidance of its Abbot, Archimandrite Eliseos is approaching the 
complete renovation of the main complex of the monastery, which when this fraternity joined it was in a hopeless derelict 
condition, almost in ruins. With the non-stop, insistent and tireless toil by the monks, with the financial aid of the Greek State 
and the European Union and many private gifts, we managed to have secured the survival and continuation of the Monastery 
not only as a physical plant but, primarily, on its spiritual mission for, at least,  the next couple of centuries. Unfortunately, due to 
the long-lasting financial crisis and the resulting practical impossibility to secure new project funds, significant sections of the 
monastery, mostly outside the main complex, remain in practically the same derelict condition of decades ago and in dire need
of renovation.
Foremost among such still-pending projects, is the Monastery's sizable and multiply endowed property and premises In Daphne, 
the main - and only generally used by all pilgrims -port of the Holy Mountain.
The Simonopetrite buildings In Daphne, with a total covered area of 4600 m2, require urgent renovation in their totality. The 
pertinent project study, aims to utilize these abandoned premises, following renovation and reshaping, as pilgrim orientation and 
accommodation facilities.
As in times past, the monks used to resort to "founder gifts" for the upkeep and renovation of the monasteries,  so do we today;
we address ourselves to you, our Greek-Orthodox kin,  aiming at making you familiar with our endeavors and goals, not to allow 
our dream to become blurred nor, our vision to flicker. Our vision and mission is to have a fully renovated monastery carrying on 
with the eternal Greek-Orthodox tradition, always offering to you, its current founders, as well as to your sons and grandsons, 
and great-grand sons, a place to visit and enjoy its hospitality and its gratitude;  you shall be remembered and prayed-for, 
gratefully, by name and in eternity. 
Thank you very much.
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• Client logoHoly Mountain (Mount Athos)

▪ Geographically, is the easternmost peninsula of Chalkidike, with a 

total area of 336 km2 .

▪ It is the only surviving Orthodox monastic center, founded in the 

Byzantine Empire, with uninterrupted monastic life for over 1000 

years.

▪ It is unique in its monastic spiritual tradition that has produced 

invaluable cultural treasures and maintained the physical 

endowment of the peninsula intact.

▪ Since 1988, the Holy Mountain region belongs to UNESCO’s  

World Heritage Sites in recognition of its globally distinguished 

natural and cultural value.

▪ Belongs to NATURA, the European Ecological Network.

▪ It is a self-governed part of the Greek State and its area is fully 

distributed between the 20 sovereign holy monasteries.
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• Client logoSacred Monastery of Simonos Petras (SMSP)

▪ Is one of the 20 sovereign monasteries of the Holy Mountain.

▪ The Monastery was founded by Saint Simon the Myrrh Exuding, (1254 

AD); the Monastery was named Simon’s Stone or, alternatively, 

Simonopetra, after its founder.

▪ It is the boldest structure on the Holy Mountain, at an elevation of 

330m, on a sharp rock edge.

▪ The Monastery’s property is an egg-like area of 13 km2 with a shoreline 

of 4.8 km.



5

• Client logoSimonopetras Dependencies Outside of the Holy Mountain 

▪ 9 dependencies (6 in Greece and 3 in France).
▪ Including, 3 nunneries spiritually shepherded by SMSP (1 in Greece and 2 in France)

St Charalambos (Thessaloniki)

Ascension of the Lord (Athens)

Monastère St Antoine le Grand  
(Lyon)

St Nicodemus’ Hesychastic Retreat 
(Goumenissa, Kilkis)

All Holy of Tryge (island of Lemnos)

Sacred Coenobium of the Annunciation
(Ormylia, Chalkidike)

Monastère de la Protection de la 
Mère de Dieu  (Solan)

Monastère de la Transfiguration 
(Terrasson)

Sts Artemios & Antypas
(island of Siphnos)
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• Client logoThe “Ormylia” Foundation

▪ In 1982, Simonopetra and the Sacred Coenobium of the
“Annunciation of the Mother of God” established the center
“Panagia Philanthropini” (meaning “All Holy the
Philanthropist”) with the financial contribution of the
Hatzipateras family.

▪ In 2006 a charity organization, named “Ormylia Foundation”,
was founded per Law 3440 / 2006.

▪ The purposes of the Foundation’s establishment are:
o Engage in preventive medicine, advancement of medical

research, offering of medical care and development of
social ministries to the populace of the wider region.

o Scientific diagnosis, protection and documentation of
items of Art and Cultural Heritage.

Range of Foundation Activities

▪ Center of Social Support for Preventive and Research Medicine
“Panagia Philanthropini”

• Medical Research

• Free medical services for the diagnosis and prevention of
gynecological cancer.

• Provide various social ministries

▪ Center of Diagnostic Services for Art items

Research, technological, method development services for the
study, documentation, preservation, maintenance and showcasing
of cultural heritage.
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• Client logoFriends of Simonopetra Athonite Foundation

Structure of Foundation

▪ A Philanthropic Non-Profit Foundation dependent on Simonopetra.

▪ Founded in June 2018 in New York , New York , USA.

▪ The vision for its founding relates to the development of an organization to assure the systematic, stable and duly

streamlined support for existing and new pursuits of SMSP.

▪ The purpose of the organization is to seek donations and grants in order to utilize its assets in the realization of

SMSP’s philanthropic and cultural mission.

▪ Management of the Foundation’s assets is by a Board of Trustees.

▪ Donations to Friends of Simonopetra Athonite Foundation, warrant tax exemptions for each donor in accordance

with pertinent US tax law.
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Range of Foundation Activities

▪ Retain, maintain and develop the cultural heritage of Simonopetra (monuments, art relics, archives).

▪ Support the work of Simnopetras dependencies outside the Holy Mountain.

• support the Ormylia Foundation (the social ministry arm of the Coenobium of the Annunciation),

• support the work of the 3 SMSP dependencies in France (Lyon, Terasson, Solan) relating to spiritual ministries, social solidarity,
hospitality and ecology.

▪ Support the philanthropic and educational work of Simonopetra on a collective and an individual level:
• provide assistance (financial, technical and in human resources) to missions in Africa, Korea, Taiwan, South America,

• grant student scholarships.
• make donations to other charities dedicated to social ministry, church construction in remote areas, refugee assistance, etc.

▪ Humanitarian aid:

• support and solidarity in various forms of / toward Christians in general,

Friends of Simonopetra Athonite Foundation



Simonopetras Intervention Plan
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• Client logoSimonopetras Management Plan

▪ The Master Plan for the Management of the Monastery aims at the

preservation, the support and the showcasing of the Monastery’s spiritual

and cultural heritage.

▪ It comprises of 6 Axes of Interventions:

I. Protection, reconstruction, showcasing of the architectural

heritage

II. Protection and showcasing of the material relics (treasures of

historical significance)

III. Natural environment

IV. Ecosystem management for perennial viability and management

of natural disaster dangers

V. Production, consumption and saving of energy.

VI. Farming, Home Crafting and Manufacturing.


